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"The Caiſes of as Prohibition of Com- 
merce with France, during the preſent War: And 


whether, upon a tion, they will appear 
conſiderable enough to carry it againſt a free Im · 
portation, either — from thence, or 
from ſome neighbouring Country, which being 
in Amity with us, and maintaming an open 
Correſpondence thither,” ire capable of ſupply- 


ing Us. | 2 | 


W th an Account of the Fraudulent Methods uſu- 
ally taken to cheat her Mlljeſty of her Cuſtoms. 


And Propoſals for preventing. the lame. 
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Sold by B. Bragee at the 
Raven in Pater-Nofter-Row, Price Six-pence. | 


T will appear to every Body, who ſeriguſly A. the 
following Sheet, that the Author, tho he has not 
thought fit to ſign his Name, is a Man of. Senſe, and 
" ſeems to have. had. ſuch Opportunities, as make him 
8 perfect Maſter of his Subject. Nor does his Zeal for the 
Government, and the Trade of his Country, appear to be ſhort 
That the Subject is important, will he queſtion d by no Man, 
h conſiders that our Allies the Dutch have a free Trade 
with France, and that our fellow Subje&s of Ireland trade 
t hit her, beſides what's carryd on by the Northern Crowns ; 
and that all;of chem import into France as, much of our Cort- 
mudities as they can.get,..we can haue no Reaſon to doubt c 
And whether that may not divert the Courſe of our Trade with 
France, ſo as to make it hard to be recauer d in caſe'sf 4 
EF muſt be ſubmitted to the Conſideration of our Le- 
giſia tand. Kea SN ns * A* 1 8 : 
* The babes has been at Pains to give a e Juſ90) $0 
the common Objections againſt our trading with France du#thg 
the Mur; viz. Becauſe they may thereby receive Intelligence 
of owr Affairs; that they will enrich themſelves at our Ex- 
pence ; and injure our Trade to Portugal, Spain, and ltaly. 
As to the firſt, it is evident, that the Dutch ave as much con- 
cernd to keep their Secrets from the French, as we, and yet 


they allow a free Trade with them. Nor do we hear ſo much 
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The PREFACE. 

of a criminal Correſpondence carry'd on betwixt that Country 
and France, as we find diſcover'd here of Iate with 15, not- 
withſtanding our Probibition. And ſince there's a free Inter- 
courſe of Letters betwixe Holland and France, tis plain, as 
our Author obſerves, that thoſe who are ſo inclin d, may carry 
on 4 Correſpondence that Way, or do it by Veſſels bir'd on pur- 
poſe, when the Occaſion, is important enough {uf "the French 
Cortrtizo be at the CHerge of K. Beſides, our Hut bor Phy- 
Poſat to Ni tbe with-Prande; to a fl orte, wil 
make ſuch a Correſpondence hard enongh to be carry d on that 
Way. Tothe ſecond Objection, be ſays what's conſiderable, viz, 
That during the laſt Peace, the Ballance of Profit was on our 
fide ;_teb#th being contrary to the common Notion, deſerves to 
ares per Arabs 
The moſt material part of the Book" relates to the Frauds 
rommitted to cheat the Government of their Cuſtoms, which 
are ſo numerous and probable, that deſerve the ſerious 
being defrauded, on 5 Trader i being injur d. 
Our Author's Propeſa n thoſe Frauds, beſpeak 
bim to be a gbod Sujet, as well as a e e Og ſeem 
1 reaſonable, and well digeſted, that if they were put in Pra- 
Hes We mighs priſe our Selves an effefiual Remedy againſt 
that growing Miſchief. For the reft, we refer to the Book it 
ſelf, wherein our Author bas acquired himſelf like an bone 
. bis principal View being the Good of his Country ; for 
be writes like a Perſon of too much Experience, to expett 72 
particular Advantage to himſelf from ſuch Diſcoveries as 
las obig d the Public with. a . | 
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An Enquiry into the Cauſes of the Pro- 


Hibition of Commerce with France, 


* during the preſent War. 


SI X, | 
AM going to entertain you on a Subject, which to 
flatter my Self would find a favourable Reception, 
muſt ſpeak me groſsly fond of my own Conceits, part- 
_ Iy from being already in ſome Meaſure exploded, (and 
: perhaps by your own Voice) and partly for want of 


&X Intereſt to ſecond my Intentions ; which being ſincerely Bri- 
tiſo, engage me in an Affair (it may be) I ſhall have no 
Thanks for: But, on the contrary, if I appear'd at the Head 
= on't, with the Vanity of expecting either Applauſe or Profit 
by it, might expoſe me to the Cenſure of fome, as well as 


Spleen of others, whom it may both ſenſibly and particular- 
ly afte& ; againſt which, by concealing ſo much as my Name, 
I think I take a ſure Method of defending my Self : And 


therefore, from a Conſciouſneſs, that whoever has a Notion 


(tho' imperfect) which he imagines may be for the Benefit of 
his Country, (eſpecially at a Time when it may not be alto- 


gether impertinent to apprehend a Difficulty in finding Funds 


9 that may fit eaſy on the Subject, anſwerable to this Winter's 
Demand) owes the Publick the imparting it, ſince it muſt be a 


very barren one indeed, that cultivated by a good Genius, 


wort produce ſome Fruit. And if mine has the good Luck 


to fall into any happy Hand, that can improve it to the leaſt 
Advantage, iny End will in ſome Degree be attain'd : And 
if otherwiſe, my Bolt is only ſhot, and it may be reſected, 

| B without 
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8 farther Trouble, than of giving it the Hearin 
vantage or Diſadvantage may ariſe to the Nation by it, which 
muſt be determin d by more diſcerning Judgments, than mine, 
T ſhall purſue my Propoſal, which is, 


An Enquiry into the Cauſes of the Prohibition of Commerce 
with France, during the preſent War. And whether upon a 
Re-capitulation they will appear conſiderable enough to car- 
ry it againſt a free Importation of any part of the Produce. 2% 
thereof, either immediately from thence, or from ſome neigh-. ? 
bouring Country, which being in Amity with us, and main- 
taining an open Correſpondence thither, are capable of ſup- 
plying us; what Reaſons of State, neceſſary to be Secrets 
from us poor Plebeians, they were, which firſt gave it Birth, 


inout farther Apology, or entering into the Detail of Ad. | | 


would be Preſumption in me to pretend to gueſs at: But the 
moſt obvious, and which had, and {till have the general Ac- 7 


ceptation among us, and which the Advocates thereof give 
out for the principal Motives, are, | 


Firſt, To prevent Intelligence of our Circumſtances being 
convey'd to the Enemy. | - 
Secondly, To prevent his enriching himſelf at our Ex- 
pence. And pk | - 7 [ 
_ Thirdly, To prevent the Injury our Trade to Portugal, 3 
Spain, and Italy, might ſuffer thereby. F 
Now, whether by our Act of Prohibition, (as it at preſent 
ſtands ) thoſe Ends are anſwer'd, or whether they are not 
wholly eluded by particular Perſons, who form their private 
Advantages out of it, to the Prejudice of the Publick, is a 
dubject copious enough for one ſpeculatively inclin'd to exer- Þ 
clſe his Faculty in, and to lend him what helping Hand! 
can, I ſhall preſume to let fly ſome roving Sentiments of my 
own thereupon, ſpringing from ſeveral ocular Obſervati- 
ons. I have been making it my Buſineſs to be here and there 
picking up for theſe two Years paſt, and particularly in Re- 
lation to that part of the Produce of France prohibited among 


us, | 


open Commerce and Correſpondence with France, perempto- 
rily refuſing all your Applications and Requeſts to em a- 


wh wi their Wine and Brandy. 


4 » EY 7. 
Not omitting, by the 
way, to give an Account of the many Abuſes the Govern- 
ment lies under by being, by the Power, Intereſt, and Con- 


| nivance of ſome, as well as by the Craft, Subtilty, and Vil- 


lany of others, moſt frequently defrauded in the Duties up- 


on the Importation of foreign Goods of moſt Kinds, 


Firſt, As for any Information the Enemy might receive 
of our Affairs, communicable by a free Trade, or whatever 


2 Diſpatches could be made forwards or backwards thereby, 


(was there no Poſlibility of hiring Boats expreſsly in Spite 
of all your Care to the contrary) it ſeems not unreaſonable 
to believe the fame might be convey'd within a vety few 
Hours as foon to Verſailles, as if we had a Pacquet continu- 
ally plying between Dover and Callais, by our own Poſts to 
Holland and Flanders ; which Countries, without appre- 


.Y hending any of thoſe ill Conſequences, keep a conſtant and 


gainſt it, being ſo far from finding War and Traffick with 


J the ſame Nation, inconſiſtent, that on the contrary, they 
27 reap ſuch Benefit from the laſt, that makes the firſt lie light 
on their Shoulders, and delivers em from abundance of Dif- 


ficulties they might otherwiſe be in Danger of ſinking under. 
And why we ſhould have a greater Diffidence in the Fideli- 
ty of our Miniſters, in whofe Breaſts alone Secrets of Im- 
portance are lodg'd, as if they had not their retentive Facul- 
ties as perfect as the Durch; or why we ſhould praiſe ſo 
manifeſt a Self-denial, (more than our Neighbours) in du- 
daining the Profit we might (not vainly methinks) hope to 
draw from a like Condeſcention, (as if Britain was an in- 
exhauſtible Mine of Treaſure ) being a Myſtery infinitely 
above my Comprehenſion, is humbly ſubmitted to better 
Judges. As for the | i 

Second, Which is to prevent the Enemy's enriching him- 
{elf at our Expence, I _ to your Cuſtom-houſe Books, 


whether, during the laſt Peace, upon caſting up the _— 
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(8) 
and Import, what Wines we receiv'd from them, at. as near 
a Computation as poſſibly might be made of the prime Coſt; 
with all Charges to the Embarkation,. and what Commodi- 
ties they took from. us, at the common Market-Price they 


yielded there, we had not (notwithſtanding what other of | 


their Goods we took from em, than their Wines) a. Bal- 
lance of ſeveral thouſand Pounds on our Side. And it does 
not ſeem diſputable, whether the French would gladly be on 


the ſame Foot again, or whether what they would rejoyce to 


receive of our Produce, which we might ſpare 'em not only 
without Prejudice; but with Profit to the Nation, would 


not highly over-ballance the Wines we might be fuppos'd to 
take from them, whilft we continu'd.the high Duty on em: 


A Perpetuation of which, in all Probability, would effe- 
Qually prevent our Portugal, &c. Trade receiving the Ob- 
ſtruction they endeavour to inſinuate would ariſe to it there- 
by; urging, that thoſe Countries would never take ſo much 
of our Woollen Manufactures, Corn, and. Fiſh from our 
Hands, if we left off our Complaifance to.their Wines. And 
very poſlibly they may not be in the Wrong of the Argu- 
ment, ſuppoſing us to be entirely forſaking them, and ta- 
king up with the French. But, on the other Hand, the high 
Impoſt being kept upon the Wines of France, and a Strict- 
not us d in collecting it, there can be no Appearance they 
thould ever come to be the general Draught of the Nation, 
which to be ſure will adhere to that of Portugal, &c. by 
Reaſon of the low Price. Beſides, that to the Commonaky, 
Cuſtom has made it habitual : And one Quart having the 
Effect of almoſt two of France, will entirely keep em on that 
Side ; and not a Pipe leſs, I'm fatisfy'd, would be found im- 
ported in the Lear, but at leaſt the ſame Quantity, and with 
greater Benefit to the Publick : For I would undertake to 
evince, by irrefutable Convictions, nor two Thirds ( modeſt- 
ly ſpeaking ) of that ſold for Portugal Wine, really is fo, 
but brew'd up, and adulterated by Coopers and Vintners, 


who are grown to a greater Perfection ( if properly it may 
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(9) 
be ſo call'd) than any Age, ſince Adam, arrivd at before, 
to the impairing (not to ſay downright murdering) our 
Conſtitutions, which might not unreaſonably be hop'd to 
find ſome Redreſs, by permitting the Importation of that of 
France, which perhaps might oblige 'em to deal more can- 
didly and ingenuouſly with the World, and to give us that 
of Portugal in its primitive Condition, and at a- more mode- 
rate Price; for no Body is ignorant, that fourteen or fifteen 
Years paſt, at fourteen and ſixteen Pence per Quart, it had 
more of its native Purity, than at twenty Pence now, 
when they are ſo well inform d in the Art of Sophiſtication, 
which, if any Method could be found out to reduce, would 
contribute more to the real Advancement of the Portugal 
Trade, Oc. than the Prohibition of French Wine, which 
they inveigh ſo vehemently againſt, principally (they ſay) 
becauſe France will take nothing from us in Return, but our 
ready Money. An Artifice only to cover the better their 
ſiniſter Purpoſes : For the F are not ſuch Novices, to 
pretend to receive nothing but hard Money for their Wines; 
they know, if they inſiſt on that, they may keep em till. 
4 5 grow muſty on their Hands. But on the contrary, 
4 ooflen Manufactures excepted, which they have forbid 
r. the, Improvement of their own; and. notwithſtanding 
which, were we permitted to trade thither, we ſhould (as 
in the laſt Peace) flide greater Quantities thither, in ſpight 
of their Defence, and all their Care to execute it, than ge- 
nerally can be imagin d) there is little, either of the Growth 
of our own-Country, or any other, which is in our Power 
to ſupply em with, but they would take tram us preferably 
to any other People in the World, in Gratitude for the Ve- 
neration we (more than others) pay to their Wines, e*c.. 
And I would fain know, whether tis to be believ d Irelauu, 
which every Body knows, notwithſtanding the Prohibition, 
maintains a conſtant Trade thither,  does-it all with Specie > 
Whether Scotland ( whillt 'twas only: Scotland) did? Whe- 
ther twould be unjuſt to ſuppoſe the. Hollanders trade. 8 
ther. 
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ther with many of our Commodities? Or whether twould 


be impertinent to think (if the Prohibition was remov'd ) 
we underſtand to turn the Product of Great Britain to an 
Advantage, as well as they? And whether, indeed, tis not 
our Intereſt fo to do, our preſent Circumſtances conſider'd, 
abler Heads than mine muſt diſcuſs. But now, after all, 
{uppoling their Arguments for the Prohibition, to be uncon- 
trovertible, and a Prohibition of all Commerce, directly or 
indirectly with France, to be ſuperlatively for the Benefit of 


the Kingdom, it would not be difficult, I believe, to prove 


that in Effect, as it now is, a free Importation, with all 
the Pre judices charg d upon it, would not be near ſo inju- 
rious, as this ſame Prohibition, illuſtrated with ſo many 
Advantages, or rather Prevention of Diſadvantages. 

I am far from believing, could we be prevail'd on to ba- 
niſh French Wine from our Inclinations, and would our 
Superiors, by refuſing it Admittance among them, ſet us the 
Examples for renouncing our Appetites for our Intereſt, 
twould be any Diflervice to the Publick to enact ſuch a Law, 
as might (if poſſible) root out the Rememberance of it from 
among us; and by ſo ample a Proviſion, and ſo ſevere a Pe- 
nalty, exact Obedience to it from Perſons of all Ranks, that 
the cunningeſt Smugler might not find a Hole to creep out 
of, or evade it. A ready Road to which, ſeems to lie 
by -its being made. penal to the Perſon , (without Di- 
Aiin&ion) in whoſe Poſſeſſion any Frenob Wine or Brandy 
ſhall be found ; and condemning to immediate Staving and 
Deſtru&ion all that ſhall be diſcover'd, ſeiz'd, or made Prize 
of, either on Enemy, Merchant, Retailer, Conſumer, or 
other Perſon whatſoever. This would be juſt, equitable, 
and fair between Subject and Subject, Diſcouragement to 
the Smugler, Encouragement to the fair Trader, and as far 


an Advantage to the Publick in general, as the Reſtraint of 


Luxury in any Caſe would produce. 


But fince by every Day's Experience, we find the diame- 


trically oppoſite Practices, that though tis prohibited by 7 4 
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Act of Parliament, we find a ſurreptitious Trade eontimually: 
carrying on thither, in Contempt of the ſame 5 French Wine 
to have a publick and free Vend among us; none bur that 
to be acceptable among our People of Fortune and Faſhion; 
and is free for all, who can have the good Luck, by Hook 
or Crook, to lay their Hands on't. Rarely have any one been 
exchequer'd, though taken in the very Fact of Smugling, 
unleſs it happens to be ſome ſenſeleſs Rogue, with a Purle 
as empty as his Pate, and no Friend, or faithful Confident 
at his Back. And, by the very great Conſumption, we 
have cogent Reaſons to ſuſpect almoſt (if not ** 
the ſame Quantities are imported, as if there was no ſuch 
Thing as a Prohibition. I ſhall preſume ſo far to meddle 
in a Buſineſs I have no immediate Concern with, as to re- 
monſtrate what Obſervations have occur'd to me thereupon, 
by Means of a certain Employment, which has enabled me 
to dive deeper into Abuſes of this Nature, than moſt Men. 
'Twas a perfect Accident firſt embark'd me particularly 


therein; and one Diſcovery e ee ſpurr'd me on 


to make a thorough Search into the Wound; which, though 
with the Charge of both Pence and Pains, I propoſe no other 
Return for, than an inward Satisfaction of having done the 
Government and Publick the Juſtice 1 ow'd em. My Mean- 
ing is not to point to particular Facts, nor to accuſe particu- 
lar Perfons-: but only to give ſuch general Hints, as may ſet 
the whole Affair in ſo true and proper a Light, that neither 
the Government, Publick, nor fair Trader, may he longer 
under the Prejudices and Frauds they are perpetually expos'd 
to by ſome . 
Captains of Men of War, Yachts, Packets, Tranfports, 
and other Veſſels and Boats of all Sorts and Sizes in her 
Majeſty's Service, (even, perhaps, when they go out in 
Queſt on the Arrival of any Ships on the Coaft) who are fa 
far from being free of the lafelon, that they are moſt no- 
toriouſly tainted with it. Tis ſeldom, 10 560 (for Iwon't 
lay never, becauſe I am. ſenſible, here and there one of a 
| | lan 
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Man of ſo much Integrity, that no Profit could corrupt into 
a Breach of his Truſt; or Offence againſt the Laws of his 
Country; but tis the general Practice I amarraigning) that 
they make the leaſt Trip, Voyage, or Cruiſe, (for on a 
Cruiſe they rarely fail of Opportunities, by Dutch, Dane, or 
Sweed, to be as well furnifh'd, as if they went into a Port 
of France) but according to their Purſe, Captains, Officers, 
and Crew, return Home as well fraighted with Wine and 
Brandy, as Circumſtance of Time and Place, where they 
had been, would permit. And it can't appear difficult to 
any Body acquainted with their Conveniences, to put it ſafe 
on Shore, partly by downright —_—_ and partly by Con- 
nivance of Cuſtom-Houſe Officers and Waiters, who (ſhould 
they happen to come in their Way, and will open their 
Eyes, which is far from always) are ſeldom fo obdurate to 
reſiſt the plauſible Excuſe. of its being for the Captain's own 
Drinking, when tis accompany'd with a Conſideration to 
themſelves, which immediately mollifies them, were they 
never ſo petrify d before. Sometimes indeed they are forc'd 
to have Recourſe to other Meaſures, viz. with a ſoft Fel- 
low, to wheedling ; with a timorous, to carrying it with 
a high Hand, Sirrab, tis for Commiſſioner — ſuch a one — 
or my Lord — t'other; and if you preſume to lay a Finger 
#n't, you'll be ſure to pay dear for't, Gn. The drunken Sot 
is not difficult, by a Doſe, to be taken off from his being 


' troubleſome ; for all theſe ſeveral Sorts, and many more, 


beſides thoſe whoſe Conſciences for the blackeſt Facts never 
flew in their Faces, I am ſure you are ſenſible are to be met 


with among the many Dependants on the Cuſtoms, And 


tis incredible what Quantities are ſo imported, as like- 

wile by | 
Merchant-Ships, the conſtant Practices of the Maſters of 
which, and how merrily the Maſter and his Mate will ſwal- 
low a Cuſtom-Houſe Oath, (which, when in their Airs, 
they won't ſtick at ſaying, they think no more binding, 
than what they make to a High-way Man, who without ; 
would 
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tries, made up indeed in Caſks and Flaſks proper to. the Coun- 
tries from whence they pretend to come; but was there not 


porter, woul 


mY 


C38), - 


would murder em) is known by every one that has the leaſt 


Acquaintance among em. f 
By foreign Ships of War, as well as Merchant-Ships, 
(ſince you give the Dich not only free Leave to trade thi- 
ther, but unmoleſted to enter laded into your Ports) no in- 
conſiderable Quantities are, by Contract, brought into your 
Harbours, and thence, by Boats of- our own aſhore, who 
have, on the Delivery of 'em ſafe, fix'd Rates for thoſe Ser- 
vices. If not, Labour only loſt, which does not often 
happen. | 2 Ee 

By ſmall Veſſels, which are known in many of our Sea- 
Port Towns to be expreſsly employ'd, by particular Perſons, 
between our own Coaſts, and that of France, on this clan- 
deſtine Trade. | 3 

By Freuch Wines and Brandies being very frequently im- 
ported, under the Denomination of Viana, and other Coun- 


N egligence, groſs Ignorance (at beſt) in the Cuſtom-Houſe 
Officer, or a good Underſtanding between him and the Im- 
I never paſs for ſuch. 

rted from Holland, Ireland, Ferſey, Guern- 

n, and from Scotland, (before the Union) in Cheſts, 

Hampers, and Caſks, with Spaw- Waters, Eggs, Beer, Syder, 

Ale, or other Goods on the Top; and by the Cuſtom-Houſe 

Officers, either Neglect, or being brib'd off, has eſcap d with 

only a ſuperficial Examination. And I have been, indeed, 

Eye and Ear-Witneſs of Bargains of that Kind, and of their 


By being im 


By ſham Captures, what groſs Cheats and Abuſes are the 


Work of every Day, are numberleſs; vis. by taking Ships 
fraighted with Wine and Brandy, by private Contra& and 
Aſlignation : By Seizures being made by the Importers own 
Information, after private Agreement and Bonds cuter'd in- 
to between him and the Seizor. 
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By moſt notorious Abuſes committed by Cuſtom- Houſe 
Officers, upon Wine and Brandy, which after it has been 
ſeiz d and deliver d into the Cuſtody of the Store-keeper of 
the Cuſtom- Houſes of the ſeveral Ports, the greateſt Part of 
the beſt Wine and Brandy has been drawn off from the Caſks, 
Which have again been repleniſh'd with other Stuff, by the 
Juggling within Doors; and render'd ſo bad, that if it had 
the Fortune to be condemn'd, (for ſometimes twould be ſo 
compounded, 'twas hardly to be adjudg'd) and came to be 
fold, twould often little more than pay the Charges of Con- 
demnation, much leſs anſwer the Cuſtoms. The like Fate 
have ſeiz'd Bottles undergone. And 1 have often known 
thoſe, who have had their Wines ſeiz d, and afterwards re- 
cover'd, or bought it, that making Complaints of the ill 
Uſage, could get no other Reparation, than an inſolent An- 
ſwer, That there it was; if they lik'd it, they might take it 
if not, they might leave it; which ſome have choſe rather 
to do, than to bear fo being impos d on. | 
By the Owner of the Wine or Brandy that is condemn'd, 
when it comes to be canted, getting into Favour with the 
proper Cuſtom-Houſe Officer, (which is not for nothing, to 
be ſure) he prevails on him to depreciate it to any one who 
comes to taſte, in order to bid for it, and to aſſign (eſpeci- 
ally if tis in Bottles) ſuch a Part for Proof, that may be a 
certain Diſcouragement to his proceeding any farther, and a 
fair Expectation to the Smugler of its remaining to him at 

his own Price. | | 
By Cuſtom-Houſe Officers permitting large Hampers, and 
Cheſts of Wine, that were in their Power to have made juſt 
Prize of, to efcape at the Requeſt of particular Perſons, on 
Pretence of its being for their own Uſe, Oc. which, to be 
ſure, they won't be good natur'd enough to do, without a 
competent Confideration to themſelves. Scratch me, and I 
ſcratch you, is the Motto they aſſume to themſelves, when 
they are cracking to their Friends, how much their Perqui- 7 
ſites exceed their Sallaries, And nothing is more notorious, 3} 


than 


"thoſe 


(15) | ; 
than that the very Directions on Hampers of Wine, if for 
one among themſelves, being a Paſs-Main from all Seizors. 
And to the Scandal of ſome Jn Men in Navy, Cu- 
ſtoms, and Treaſury, thoſe Practices have not only been 
permitted, but commanded ; and if either from the Squeam- 
1hneſs of his Conſcience, or the Expectation of the Reward, 
the Law entitles him to for his Diſcovery, any Officer has 
been bold enough not to act accordingly, he has been oppro- 
briouſly ſaubb'd, rebuk d, and threaten d — That when 
ntlemen, who reap no Advantage by profitable Poſts 
in the Government, have been forc'd to pay four Shillings a 
Quart for their Wine. Thoſe that have large Sallaries (be- 
ſides Perquiſites, as they call 'em) for Offices of Truſt, in 
moſt palpable Breach of the ſame, can regale themſelves and 
Friends with better at ſeven Pence or eight Pence a Quart; 
not only at their own Houſes, but bragging of their Op- 
rtunities, furtiiſh others with it too. And from my own 
nowledge, I ſpeak it to be a very common Cuſtom among 
thoſe Gentlemen, to give their Orders to Captains of Men 


of War, Yatchs, or Packets bound to Holland, Ireland, Scot- 


land, Gc. at their Return to bring em ſuch and ſuch Quan- 
ties, and Sorts, which, ſhould they fail of, they may chance 


to feel their Reſentment, on the firſt Occaſion, | 


By not having a due Method in giving out Certificates ; 
for want of which , the ſame Certi cate has convey'd 
a double Quantity two ſeveral Ways. For Inſtance, if 
I have a Certificate at Dover, for a Hogſhead of Wine, ha- 
ving pay'd the Duty there, I put it on Board a Hoy bound 
to London; whish done, W my Certificate for m 
Voucher, on its Arrrval there, by Virtue of the ſame, whic 
on any Occaſion I have ready to produce, I bring another 
with me, by Land, to the fame Place, unleſs 1 have a 
Mind to drop it any where by the Way. This (though once 
in a hundred Times, perhaps, failing) is known to be very 
ſenfible and frequent, as likewiſe, by the Negligence or Con- 
agvance of Waiters, after an * made, under the Co- 
2 


vert 


the great Return attending it, particular] 


| Taxes, not ſo ſupportable as this, which lays the 
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vert of one Hogſhead, having pay'd the Duty to land another 


that has not, eſpecially at our Country-Ports. 


In fine, ſhould I trace them through all the crooked Parts 
of Fraud and Colluſion, by which the Government and fair 
Trader are ſo groſly impos'd on, I might accumulate Aggra- 
vations almoſt ad Iuſinitum. But I ſhall no longer purſue 
'em there, believing enough has been ſaid thereupon to de- 
monſtrate the Conſequences thereof to be, 4 

Firſt, Encouragement to the Smugler : For where Duties 
xun high, or where a Prohibition of any Commodity is, 
which the Humour of a People inclines to, there will al- 
ways be found a Sort of Miſcreants, (juſtly nam'd Smuglers) 
who, beſides the natural Bent to Villainy they are born 
with, will turn their Heads wholly that as animated by 

where the Riſque 
they run, (if they ſhould meet with a Diſappointment ) is 
not proportionable to the Profit of a Succels. | 

Secondly, Diſcouragement to the honeſt fair Trader, who 
is thereby expos'd to be inſulted, under-ſold, and many 
Ways made Cully to the Smugler, whoſe Conſcience is Proof 
againſt all Laws, won't chime in with his Intereſt, 


Thirdly, The Subject will murmur and repine, to find ſo | 


great a Partiality ſhown between him and his Neighbour, 
who fhall be permitted to. indulge in Claret, whilſt he, for 
refuſing to be in the Knave's Secret, muſt mortify in Port. 
And not to be too tedious, in enumerating a World of other 


evil Conſequences moſt immediately proceeding therefrom, 
it deprives the Government and Publick of very large Sums of 


Money that would flow into the Exchequer, from the Cuſtoms, 
on a faithful Entrance of the fame ; which would very much 
alleviate the Burthen that lies heavy on the Subject by other 
Fine on 

the Spirit of Luxury only. 
Theſe, and many more, are the ill Effects of this Prohi- 


bition, which, either from its having a Being, or for want 


of its being effectual, anfwers none of thoſe 5 
| | which 
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which 'twas created; whereas, ſays the fair Trader, in his 
Opinion, was it thought fit to repeal it, and eſtabliſh a free 
Trade with France, for their Wines only, on the foot our 
(no fooliſh) Friends the Durch are, Iimiting our Ships bound 
thither, under a ſevere Penalty, to touch at no other Port 
of France, than Bourdeaux alone, (which is capable of an- 
ſwering all our Demands) on any Pretence whatever; and 
on their Return, London. One Port for the Weſt, and ano- 


* ther for the North part of Great Britain, only to be allow'd 
entering Ports for the Wine- Trade to France, ( which in 


Time of Peace, as well as of War, by preventing the fre- 
quent Frauds by Running, would be found not a little ſer- 
F viceable to the Government) the Enemy would not have ſo 
many Opportunities of gaining Intelligence of our Affairs, 
as he now has, by the many little Veſſels that are daily trip- 


ping thither from moſt of our Coaſts. We ſhould not enrich 
them ſo much at the Expence of impoveriſhing our Selves, 


* as we do by the neceſſary Obligation that lies on theſe felo- 
nious Traders, with ready Money, or unwrought Wool, to 


pay for thofe Wines, there is not Permiſſion to make Return 


for, by the Overt Export of any of our own Commodities. 
Our e Trade, * would not receive fo great a Check 
by a free Importation loaded with a high Impoft, and limi- 


ted to ſo few Ports, as it does by this collufive Trade which 


our Owlers and others are daily driving on, Or if, conti- 
nues the fair Trader, for ſome Secrets of State, more In- 
conveniencies ſhould be found in a free and open Trade with 


Fance, than his Underſtanding can fathom. Then, if Per- 


miſfion might be given for our furniſhing our Selves from 
pour Neighbours of Ireland, Ferſey, Guernſey, Holland, Den- 
mark, or Swaden, limiting the Enterance to the three fore- 
mention d Ports only, the neceflary Conſequences thereof, 
ſeem to him to be moft infallible Deſtruction or Reformati- 
n to the Smug ler. | Re 

Moſt certain Encouragement to the honeſt Adventurer, 
Fx ho will not a little rejoyce to find a Way open'd for him 
* | | to 
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to N his Induſtry, Credit, and Stock in, not expos'd 
to the Hazards and Interruptions from the Enemy, which 
by all other Trades he is obnoxious to, and an Opportunity 
thereby to repair his repeated Loſſes by others. 

The luxurious Man will be pleas d, that he may hope to 
gratify his Appetite at a leſs Expence than he is oblig'd now 
to be at, by the exorbitant Extortion of the Smugler, that 


enhances it. | | oe RY 
land, reviv d to find themſelves 


And the Subjects of old E 
on an equal Foot with their Neighbours of the North, (who, 
by Reaſon of a long continu'd Trade, and well ſettI'd Cor- 
reſpondence thither, will hardly be induc'd to abandon it, 
to begin a-new with a Country where they are abſolute 
Strangers, and have no Acquaintance) of the Iſlands of Fer- 
fey and Guernſey, and of Ireland, which every Body knows 
keeps à conſtant Trade thither with the Connivance of the 
Government, notwithftanding the Prohibition. . 
And, to cloſe all, the Publick will receive a greater Aid 
from thence, towards carrying on the preſent War, (unfelt 
dy the Subject) than by any one, perhaps, at this Day on 
foot, that on Land excepted, it being demonſtrable by the 
juſteſt Information, and niceſt Calculation, that conſidering 
the Difficulty of Circumſtances that is to be made, and that 
not by contemptible Intelligence, that for two Years paſt, 
before the Firſt of May laſt, we had not had lefs than ten 
thouſand Tuns of French Wine (excluſive of Brandy) of all 
Sorts, not having pay'd any Duty, each Year imported into 
England ; for which there being fo good a Scheme lay d by 
thoſe who find ſo great an Account riſing to em from it, t 
not very probable will be renounc'd by Choice. 

Now, ſuppoſing that if, inſtead of ten thouſand, a free 
Importation ſhould introduce every Year twenty thouſand 


Tuns among, us ; or farther, with the Addition of Scotland, 
ſhould double that Quantity in Great Britain; yet even that 
could not poſlibly be any perceptible Prejudice to our Trade 
to Portugal, &c. at whole Markets our Woollen 3 

ures, 


| 2 and private Grievances before repreſented, and of 


or olſe to 4 Permiſſion of à free I 
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Qures, Corn, Fiſh, c. will always be preferr'd to what 
any other Nation can furniſh em with, not more for their 
intrinſick Value, than for that we ſhall (notwithſtanding 
our Trade to France under the Limitations aforeſaid ) be ob- 
lig d to take infinitely more of their Wines, &+. in Return, 
than any other Nation can pretend to do. | | 
Or to go yet one Step farther, admitting every Drop 
thereof (that is, prime Coſt and Charges to the Embarka- 
tion) to be pay'd for with ready Money; yet weighing this,” 
and twenty other little Diſadvantages (which Lam far from 
granting) ſtarted up, and inſinuated by capricious, inte- 
reſted People, againſt the Advantage of the remedying the 


aving ſo conſiderable and eaſy a Fund to ſupply the preſent 
Exigences: And I am under no Apprehenſion but a juſt 
Ballance will incline at leaſt (by breaking the Neck of this 
ſo precarious a Prohibition) to provide one that may, to 
all Intents and Purpoſes; anſwer the End of a Prohibitien, 
| Importation immediately 
irom France, or (if that ſhould: be judg d impracticable) 
from ſome other Country, that being in Amity with us, and 
maintaining a free and open Commerce chere, are in a Con- 

Upon either of which Concoſſions, 


| twould {yrely be 

moſt effentially expedient for the Benefit of the Publick, that 
what Laws are thought fit to be enaRed: thereon, impoſe ſo 
ſevere a Penalty on the Offender of what Quality or Degree 
ſoever, (which ſhould be executed with impartial Rigour) 
as may deter all Mankind from preſuming to violate. em ;j 
for 'tis not more neceſſary-that the Duties be high, than 'tis 
abſolutely neceſſary, for the Encouragement of Trade, the 
main Stay of Great Britain, that they ſhould be with utmoſt 
—— Juſtneſs, and Impartiality, demanded and re- 


quir d from Perſons af all Ranks, and that from the largeſt 
to the ſmalleſt Quantity. For by ſuffering the leaſt to ps, 
© 


Oc. 


under Pretence of its being for a private Perſon's own 
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c. Means has been found to eſcape with greater, for the 
Uſe of others ; not more to the Advantage of particular 
People, and Encouragement of Smugling, than to the Loſs 
of Cuſtoms to the Government, and the Prejudice of Trade 
in general. I would not be believ'd to build my Aﬀertion 
on the ſingle Inſtance of Evaſion, in Wines only; but my 
Meaning, is, to extend it to that practis d on . Com- 
modities of molt other Kinds 3 which being frequently more 
valuable, and of leſs Bulk, there is greater Temptation, and 
better Opportunity, for ſucceeding in the fraudulent Enter- 
prizes before mention d: To all which, I muſt crave Leave 
to add yet one, which if not ſo criminal in the Manner of 
acting, as ſome of the others, yet is not ſure excuſable in 
thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it is (and for which they have large 
Sallaries) to do impartial Juſtice between the Government 
and Subject, in the Affair of Cuſtoms and Duties, to ſuffer 
to paſs on em. My Meaning is, that Gentlemen, who ha- 
ving been Abroad, at their Return Home, furniſh themſelves, 
and as many Friends as requeſt it of em, with a large Sup- 
ply (and perhaps for many Years ) of whatever they have 
Occaſion for of foreign Growth. And this (very often) 
free of Fraight, but almoſt always of Cuſtom ; for being ge- 
nerally Men of Intereſt (or that by one Friend or other can 
make it) at the Cuſtom-Houſe Board, they procure an Or- 
der for their Goods being brought from the Ship (which 
brought em over) to the Cuſtom-Houſe, where, by ſome 
inferior Officer, they are for Form- ſake open d; and, to 
ſave their Oaths, (as they call it 2 Ju one Hand put un- 
derneath ; and preſently comes the Report (that is, after 
the Reward) of being only a few odd Things for the Gen- 
tleman's own Uſe, tho they ſhould be of fifty thouſand 
Pounds Value, that the Sun had never ſeen before; but all 
oes clear, with a good Intereſt, or Recommendation to the 
ard. A pregnant Example of which, is in'a certain Man 
of War, that, not ſeven Months ago, brought from a Medi- 
terranean Voyage, more Goods, of ſeveral Soris, for "m= or 
taree 
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three Noblemen, (one of whom, if I miſtake not, is a Great 
Man ſomewhere about the E er, with no ſmall De- 
pendance upon it) and their Attendants, than would (if a- 
ny Merchant had imported em) have pay d the Queen three 
thouſand Pounds Duty on a fair Entry: And this by Autho- 
rity of an Intereſt ( forſooth) at the Board, and a Gratuity 
to Under-ſpur, for his favourable Report; when a Gentle- 
man, who had been Abroad in the Service of his Country, 
was oblig'd by em, at the ſame Time, with all Severity, 
for Want of ſuch an Intereſt, and not thinking it worth 
purchaſing a Report for, to pay about ſixteen Shillings for. 
the Duty of three Skins,and two or three other ſmall Things, 
actually for his own Wearing : And when, for that Reaſon 
hoping to be excus d, he apply'd himſelf to the C8, 
they gravely told him, Sir, tis not in our Power to eaſe you, 
little, as well as much, and all People muſt pay the Queen her 
Duty ; and prey, Sir, trouble us with no more Words. .. And 
does not ging; 00 —— among wx That 
"tis ſafer for ſome People to ſteal @ Horſe, than for others to 
look 81 Hedge * And beſides the Loſs to — Govern- 
ment, which in the Year amounts (by ſuch Management) to 
many thouſand Pounds, is not this a Heart-breaking to the 
Merchant, who, after expoſing himſelf and his Fortune to 
Variety of Riſques, finds'thofe Gentlemen, whom, at a mo- 
derate Profit, he might not unreaſonably hope to be his Cu- 
ſtomers for thoſe Goods for which he has pay'd high Duties, 
and great Fraight, furniſh'd in ſo unfair a manner, not only 
Fraight, but Cuſtom free > And is not this good Cauſe for 
muttering to the Subject, to find Men of greater Eſtates, and 
more capable than themſelves of paying large Prices for their 
Goods ſupply'd by Reaſon of their Quality and Intereſt, at 
half the Rate they are oblig d to pay? That in one Port or 
other, this is every Day's Practice with thoſe who are happy 


enough to have an Intereſt among the Cuſtom-houſe Officers, 

from higheſt to loweſt, in their ſeveral Stations, I am con- 

vincd by fo unqueſt ionable 4 Authority, that would 0 
admit 


* — 
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admit of the leaſt Diſpute, if I propos d bringing my Self on 
the Stage with an Expectation of bettering my Poſt in a fu- 
ture Regulation : But my whole Aim being entirely for the 
Benefit of my Country, I ſhall acquieſce with acquitting 
my Self of the Duty I thought incumbent on me, to remon- 
ſtrate thoſe Grievances the Publick ſeem'd to me to labour 
under, by the Premiſes, to thoſe People, whoſe Buſineſs in 
a peculiar manner it is, to redreſs the Defects of our Legi- 
ſlature, ſubmitting to them, whether in a great Meaſure it 

would not be contributing thereto, That 
All Captains of Men of War, Yachts, Packets, Tranſports, 
and other Veſſels whatever, in her Majeſty's Service, with 
all their commiſſion d and non- commiſſion d Officers, ſhould 
be ty d up from their offering Violence to what Laws ſhould 
be thought fit to be made for that Purpoſe, by an Oath ex- 
reſsly to be prepar d, (and that their Pay ſnould commence 
but from the Day of their taking the ſame) That they ſhould 
never ſuffer the leaſt Quantity of French Wine, Brandy, or 
any other Commodity of foreign Growth liable to pe y any 
Duty to the Government, to be debark'd from the Ship on 
which they were intended to ſerve, or did ſerve, by them- 
ſelves, or any of their Crew, jointly or ſeparately, or by a- 
ny other Perſon wharſoever, without an Entry firſt made of 
the Whole at the proper Place appointed for the ſame. And 
likewiſe, if they ſhould at any Time hereafter know any 
Ship, Boat, or Perſon whatſoever, that actually had, or to 
be intending or endeavouring to defraud her Majeſty or Go- 
vernment of the Duty ariſing from Wine, Brandy, or other 
Goods whatever, by _ or privately conveying the ſame 
on Shoar, without a fair Entry of the ſame, as aforeſaid ; 
they ſhould, to the beſt of their Power, prevent and diſcover 
the ſame, and proftcute the Offenders : That any commiſ- 
ſion d or non-commiſlion'd Officer offending in any part 
thereof, or that ſhall conſent or be privy to any other be 
ſon's ſo offending, or that does not immediately diſcover and 


proſecute any Perſon ſo offending, ſhould, upon ann +: 
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be caſhier'd, made en on of Service, and loſe all their 
Pay, to he given (with fome. farther Encouragement) to the 
Informer. That the Commiſſary, on each Muſter, ſhall be 
oblig'd to give every private Sailor, and individual-Perſon 
belonging to the ſame Ship, a like Oath, and the Offenders 
therein to loſe their Pay, and be liable to ſuch corporal Pu- 
niſhment as ſhall be x Liar reaſonable ; and this whole 
Clauſe to be read to the Ship's Crew with an audible Voice, 
every Muſter ; and the Commiſſary neglecting to do as re- 
uird thereby, to be caſhierd, and under a Penalty, for 
the Informer. g 
That every Commander and Maſter of a Merchant Ship, 
or trading Veſſel, before they are clear d outward, ſhould 
be ſworn to the foregoing Article; and likewiſe upon his 
Return to any Port, at the Enterance of his Ship, in order 
to unlade. That if, after ſuch Oath made, any Wine, Bran- 
dy, or other foreign Goods, of what Quantity ſoever, ſhall 
be diſcover'd in the {ame Ship, or any part thereof, not be- 
ing juſtly enter'd : Or if it ſhall be made appear, before or 
after the ſame Oath, within the Space of ſix Months, that 
any Wine, Brandy, or other foreign Commodity, ſhall have 
been brought on Shore, or otherwiſe deliver'd out of the 
{ame Ship, after its Arrival on the Coaſt of Great Britain, 
before a juſt Entry made thereof, and Duties either pay'd or 
being ſecur' d to be pay d, or that ſhall be endeavour'd to be 
ſo brought a- ſhore, the ſame Ship and Goods to be, ip/o facto, 
confiſcated: The Commander, Maſter, nor any of the Crew, 
capable by Law to recover any Wages due to them for the 
ſame Voyage, from their Owners, &c. and every of them, 
that mall be convicted of any wiſe being aiding, abetting, or 
alliſting in any degree therein, (except the Informer) to be 
Liable to a corporal, as well as pecuniary Mulct. | 
he ſame Peualty likewiſe on them who ſhall make a falſe 
Repgrt, and pretend to come from one Place, when they do 
From another ; or enter Commodities of the Growth of one 


Country, under the Denomination of another. 
| D 2 That 
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That if any Boat ſhall be found bringing, or having 
brought on Shore, or having on Board any the ſmalleſt Quan 
tity of French Wines, Brandy, or other foreign Goods what- 
ever,without an authentick Licenſe from the proper Cuſtom- 
houſe Officer, or not having made a juſt Entry of the ſame, 
the Boat and Goods to be confiſcated z the Owner of them, 
(if preſent, or anywiſe privy to in and all Perſons working 
on Board it, or anywiſe concern'd about the ſame, to be li- 
able to the fame Puniſhment. | . "T0 
That any Perſon convicted of having forg'd, or any ways 

alter'd a Certificate, or that having made an Entry of Wine, 
Brandy, or other Goods, at the proper Port, ſhall, under Co- 
lour of that Entry, endeavour privately to convey: on Shore 
any that has not been duly enter d, or that ſhall endeavour, 
by the Means of having a Certificate for any Quantity of 

ine, Brandy, or other Goods, to paſs a greater Quanti 
than is intended thereby, to any Place whatever, or that ſhall 
conceal any Wine, Brandy, or other foreign s paying 
Higher Duties, under other Goods that pay leſs or none, thal 
render the Whole confiſcable, and the Perſons concern'd 
therein, to be puniſh'd as before. | 

That the Wine, Brandy, and other Goods fo ſeiz d and 
diſcover d, ſhall,” for Encouragement of Trade to the honeſt 
fair Trader, be ſtav'd, burnt, or otherwiſe deſtroy d, imme- 
diately after Condemnation. | | 

That any Cuſtom-houſe Officer, of what Degree ſoever, 
or any Perſon receiving any Profit or Advantage by Salary 
or otherwiſe, from any Employment in her Majeſty's or Go- 
vernment's Service, either Civil or Military, who ſhall con- 
vert to thejr own Uſe, embezel, conceal, drink, or any ways 
diſpoſe of any part of Wine, Brandy, or other Goods that has 
been ſeiz d or condemn d contrary to the Determination of 
the Law in that Caſe provided, or ſuffer any other Perſon 
ſo to do, or that ſhall be convicted of having acted in any 
Manner or Thing contrary to the true Intent and Meaning 
thereof, ſhall be, 7p/o facto, caſhier d, and be for ever made 


incapable 
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incapable of having any Place or Office of Benefit or Truft 
in the Government, and liable to a ſevere Fine and bodily 
Puniſhment : And any Perſon guilty thereof, not having 
ſuch Place or Office under the Government, to be reputed 


and — as a Felon. 
T 


That any Searcher, Waiter, or other Perſon whatever, ha- 
ving any Employment depending on the Cuſtoms, who ſhall 


be convicted of having taken any Fee, Bribe, or Reward, to 


releaſe or diſcharge any Quantity ſoever of Wine, Brandy, 
or other Goods, or ſuffering the {ame to paſs without a juſt 
Entry thereof firſt made, and Duties pay'd, or ſecur d to be 
pay d, or making a falſe or „ "Yang Report of the ſame, af- 
ter it ſhall have come to his Hands; or that ſhall make any 


Contract or Bargain whatſoever againſt tlie Meaning of tlie 
La in that Cafe, ſhall be puniſh'd after the ſame Manner. 


That any Perſon importing, or endeavouring. to import 
into this Kingdom, any Goods, of what Nature or Kind ſo- 
ever, prohibited by the Laws thereof to be imported or con- 
ſum d, be punifh'd as a Felon. i 
That there be ſuch Proviſion made for the Diſcovery of 
any of the aboveſaid evil Practices, that may be both Sy 
tection and Encouragement for thoſe who will take more than 


ordinary Pains in detecting — z and becauſe tis hum- 
bly —. 
Trade and the fair Trader, that the ſeizd Wine, Brandy, 
and Goods, after Condemnation, ſhould be ſtav'd, burnt, or 


um'd before, it would be for the Encouragement of 


otherwiſe deſtroy'd, by which the Informer would of Courſe 
be depriv'd of the Reward, by the Moiety which he at pre- 
ſent claims, (and which has indeed many Miſchiefs attend- 
ing it) it does not ſeem altogether unreaſonable he might be 


-repair'd from the Crown, in the ſame manner as the Appre- 


hender of a Highway-man or a Felon, or by impoſing a Fine 
on the Offender, proportionable to the Fact, which ſhould 
be wholly to the Informer, and the Offender be, without 


Bail, committed to Priſon, till he had pay d it. And fince 
' Informing in this Caſe, is of as great Service to the Publick, 
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(26) 7 
as in that of a Highway man or Houfe· breaker, that it ſhould 
be made penal to any one that makes Reflections on another 
for Informing. 

That any Perſon having been guilty of any the aboveſaid 
ill Practices, that ſhall hereafter come in, and inform againſt 
any one, or more of his Accomplices, ſo that he, or they 
may be convicted thereof : Or, that having from any Officer, 
or other belonging to, or depending on the Cuſtoms, receiv'd 
any Remiſhon, or Relaxation of Wine, Brandy, or other 
Goods, for Favour, Gratuity, or by Negligence of ſuch Offi- 
cer, That ſuch Perſon giving Information againſt, and con- 
victing him thereof, ſhall be pardon'd and acquitted of ſuch 
Offence, have his Wine, Brandy, or other Goods remain 
quietly to him, as if he * d * og £ and re- 
ceiv'd the ſame, and be entitled to the Reward to be granted - 
for, and Fine amerc'd on the Offender. That any Perſon 
tampering with, or endeavouring to corrupt, or ſeduce ſuch 
Informer to deſiſt from his Proſecution z or that by ill 
Treatment, or menacing Language; ſhall go about to deter, 
or frighten him from giving in, or proſecuting his Informa- 
tion, ſhall bepillory'd and fin'd: And the like Puniſhment on 
ſuch Perſon, who after an Information being by him given 
in, ſhall ſuffer himſelf to be tamper'd with, brib'd,- or threa- 
ten d off from proſecuting ſuch Fact to the utmoſt of his Pow- 
er. And finally, That nothing (how ſevere ſoever) may be 
omitted, that may be ſerviceable towards reducing thoſe 
Peſts of the Common-wealth, the Smuglers, with all their 
Acceſſories, .and reſtoring the trading part of the Nation, 
(which languiſhes under Lenitives) by ſuch Corroſives, that 
may reach the very Root of the Infection, and either reclaim 
or eternally expel em from amongſt us ; for they are no in- 
conſiderable Number, nor unſkilful in the Trade within the 
City of Landon, as well as other parts of Great Britain, who 
purſue, with mighty Induſtry, the Proſpect of an Advantage 

o far exceeding the Riſque, it being rarely poſible (if the 
Jo not fail in Management) to make it evident enough nine 
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them, to bring them within the Laſh of the Law, as it at preſent 
ſtands, to the unſpeakable Detriment of the Publick, which, 
when in Danger, there are no Meaſures ſure, to be obſervd 
with the Private ; neither can any Bonds ſeem too ſevere to 
_ confine all Mankind from the Trauſgreſſion of the Laws of 
that Country which gives em Protection, ſince a juſt, rigo- 
rous and impartial Puniſhment of the Offender, is the greateſt 
Reward and Encouragement to the honeſt Man, who, con- 
vinc'd of his own upright Principles, defies all your Penal- 
ties, from a Confidence that no Action of his will ever bring 
him within the Reach of em; and pleas d to ſee exemplary 
123 paſs upon the Rogue, who was cutting himſelf out a 
ortune upon his Neighbour's Integrity: And the Man who 

1s that Rogue, I fancy none will * in his Favour, that 
tis a Farthing to the Publick, what Weight he is cruſh'd un- 
der, provided it be done effectually, and eſpecially ſince they 
are arriv'd at the Pitch we find em at this Day, that if not 
curb'd by ſome timely Precaution, they may chance to em- 
barraſs us farther than we are aware on. ereas, if it ſhall 
be thought fit to make 'em feel the juſt Reſentment the Na- 
tion has of their Villanies, and the Reſolution it has to re- 
dreſs 'em, we ſhall ſoon find Trade appear with a fairer Face, 
and the Exchequer with weightier Coffers. 
I don't pretend, by Elegancy of well rang d Words, to 
perſwade any Body into an Opinion of either my Self, or 
my Topick ; nor to have dreſs'd it up with the luck 
ſufficient to enforce it ſelf upon any Body; nor yet to have 
digeſted it into ſo regular a Form, as to merit any Bodies ap- 
pearing in its Favour, All T will dto, is, the Since- 
rity and Honeſty with which tis ed, and deliver d, as 
being literally Matter of Fact, (I mean as to the latrer Part, 
the former being only problematically propos d, &.) which 
I have given a true and naked View of, as conciſely as might 
be, with making my Meaning comprehended ; and as fully 
as might be, without being tedious ; leaving ta others, (if 


it ſeems good to em) whom it more immediately compu 
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on. 
This Word only I will ſay to thoſe, who, perhaps, will 


call me a medling Coxcomb, for buſy ing my ſelf in what, I 
confeſs, does not relate to me; and will alk, why J could 


not let it alone for thoſe to whom it did? ſince, to be ſure, 


if Things were as bad as I have endeavour'd to inſinuate, 


there would be Complainants enough, who would intereſt 


themſelves on fuch a Subject, that underſtood better how to 
handle it : To them I anſwer, That we have an old Proverb, 
which tells us, that That which is every Bodys Buſineſs, is 
no Body's. Perhaps there may be many very ſenſible of the 


Cheat in general, that is every Day carrying on; that there 
may be many that know it would be much for the Intexeft of 
the Publick, to put a Period to it; and many that (would 


they undertake it) have much better Capacities to go through 
with it: But that there are many that have had the Opp 
tunities of being fo well inform d in the Particulars that 1 
have taken upon me to reprefent, Jcrave Leave (ſince they 
have not yet done it) to doubt; for if they had, I can hard- 
ly believe any Thing ſo notorious' would have ſlept ſo long. 

ut not to multiply Words thereon, I have begun it, let who 
will end it. If any Body thinks fit to lend it a Hand towards 
helping it . of its Journey, ſo that any Service may 
ariſe by it to our honeſt fair Traders, and conſequently to 
Great Britain in general, let them take the Glory ont; I 
ſhall have all I wiſh for ; otherwiſe, Oleum & Operam per- 
midi; and am 7 1. 4 

| | ' Tour humble Servant, 


R. F. 
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ti enlarge upon, and improve it, I pretending but to la 5 
Foundation for ſome better Architect to erect a Buildi £ 
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